Weekly Values Collective Worship Plan (Lockdown January 2021 – February 2021) 
	
	Theme/Aim
	Starting Point 
	Reflection 
	Biblical reference  
	Today’s Prayer 

	1
	To increase awareness that we all have creative ability and should enjoy using it.
	The Bible tells us that we are made in God’s image and likeness. God is a creative God who made human beings with many gifts and talents.

Ask the children, ‘How many creative talents can we think of?’

Make a list of the children’s suggestions. Art, music and sport will probably be the first on the list, but encourage the children to consider that even within art or crafts or music there are many different talents.

Ensure that they also identify creative talents such as hospitality – the ability to make people feel welcome and at home – organizational skills, public speaking.
	Note that no one talent is more important than any of the others in the delivery of a successful and memorable

We tend to look at other peoples’ gifts and talents and personalities and wish we were them. We should instead find our own! Everyone is made to be creative. Everyone has a talent.

So, what are your creative talents? Be grateful for them, celebrate them more and realize that they are unique to you
	that people are like parts of a body and each part is equally important. Paraphrase 1 Corinthians 12.12–26 along the lines of,

‘What if the thumb said to the leg, “Because I’m not a leg I don’t belong to the body” or “Because I’m not an eye I’m no use here.” What if the head said to the feet, “I don’t need you”?’
	Dear God, 
Thank you for the way big events such as the Olympics help people come together.
Thank you for creative talent and teamwork. 
We ask you to bless all these friendly games, to bless all those who have worked to make them a success, all those taking part in the sports and all the excited spectators.
Thank you for our creative abilities in school and at home. 

	2
	To encourage us to take advantage of new opportunities and consider how we can grow through them.
	Show the selection of unusual fruits. Try including some fruit in your weekly shop (allergy dependent) i.e. pears, dragon fruit, kiwi, papaya, Mango, grapefruit, pineapple

Invite the children to share the names of any fruits they can identify.

Discuss each of the fruits in turn, explaining where and how it is grown and what it is called. Ask the children if they think it appears attractive to eat.

Ask the children if any of them have tried the fruits before.

Ask the children if they can think of any other examples where they have tried something new recently. For example, perhaps they have joined a new sports club, started a new hobby or even joined a new school.

Point out that trying something new can be interesting, and even exciting. It can help us to learn new things and grow in confidence.

Ask the children how they have felt when they have tried something new. It may be that they remember their first day at school, their first swimming lesson or their first school dinner.
	January marks the start of a new year. In this year, there will be many opportunities to try something new. Encourage the children to have a go at any opportunity that comes their way. If they don’t like it, at least they’ll have tried it.


Time for reflection
Sometimes, trying something for the first time can seem a bit scary. We need to have courage to try something new. However, most days present opportunities to try something new. It could be the chance to play a different instrument in school, try a new food, play a different game, make a new friend, offer to help at home: the list is endless.

Sometimes, we have a go at something and find that we really don’t like it. But sometimes, we discover something we really love and it can become a fantastic part of our lives. We would never have encountered that enjoyment if we had refused to try it in the first place.
	Christians believe that God made everything in the heavens and on earth. They believe that as well as making people, God also wants to help people change and have fresh starts in life. 

Christians believe that God wants us to have an amazing and wonderful life, full of new excitements and new experiences.
	Dear Lord,
Thank you for the wonderful world that you have created.
Thank you for your creativity with all the exciting things that live in the world around us.
Thank you for new opportunities: things that we can try for the first time ever.
Help us to have courage, even when we feel a little scared or intimidated to try new things,
So that we can grow in new ways.
Amen.

	3
	To consider the importance of the gift of music and to reflect on how God works in our lives.
	Say that you are going to play a clip of music e.g. Albatross (Fleetwood Mac) or any instrumental moods music. Ask the pupils to close their eyes, and imagine a place the piece of music reminds them of.

Play the clip and then elicit from your child the places they had imagined. Point out that music can help our imaginations to come to life.
Say you are going to play another clip. This time ask pupils to close their eyes and focus on how the music makes them feel.

Play the clip. Ask pupils to say how they felt while listening to the music. Point out that music can help our feelings come to life.
Music is good for our imagination and our feelings. It helps us get in touch with things that are real, but we can’t see.

Because we can’t see God, lots of people find that music is really good at helping us feel that he is here with us.

	REFLECT ON THIS STORY
There is a story about music that can help us understand something about the way God feels about us.

Once a famous piano player was about to give a big concert. Many people were there to listen – they had all paid a lot of money and were very excited at the prospect of hearing him.

There was a little boy in the front row waiting with everyone else for the pianist to arrive. The boy looked at the piano on the empty stage. Before anyone could stop him, he climbed the steps, and started playing a simple, awkward tune – ‘Chopsticks’.

People were very cross. What was this boy doing on the master’s piano?

‘Get that boy off the stage!’ some of them started to call.

But suddenly the pianist appeared on the stage. Without stopping the little boy, he reached down and started to play with him, adding to the boy’s notes to make a beautiful tune. ‘Keep playing!’ he whispered to the boy.

When they came to the end of the piece, the audience burst into applause and the boy and pianist took a bow together.
	Christians believe that God is like the pianist and the father. He wants you to live your life, but if you let him he will come alongside and play with you, making who you are and what you do into something even more beautiful.
	Dear Lord,
thank you for music.
Thank you that it helps me imagine things.
Thank you that it helps me feel things.
Please may you and I play together in my life.
Amen.

	4
	To explore the value of play.
	Playing with toys is a fond childhood memory for many people.
Ask your parents or grandparents if they can remember their favourite toy, game or pastime. 
One of the most popular toys in the world today is Lego. Seven Lego toys are sold every second and Lego’s popular model cars make it the world’s largest manufacturer of tyres – over 400 million a year!

The Danish company was founded by Ole Kirk Kristiansen in 1932, making wooden toys. The name came from the Danish words ‘Leg godt’, which mean ‘play well’. In the 1950s, Kristiansen began to produce the locking plastic bricks that have become the company’s iconic product. New designs of bricks and models were released throughout the 1960s and 1970s to create the adaptable and versatile toy that is still popular today.

It is popular with many diverse groups of people. As well as being a perennial children’s favourite, many adults, including David Beckham and Britney Spears, claim to be fans. Beckham says it helps him to relax.

playing helps us stay focused on what is really important in our lives. Sports, games and imagination allow us to rebuild friendships and personal relationships outside of work and study
	Although Lego is generally a single-player experience, the creativity and imagination it excites help us see the more important things in life.

Although many people give away their toys when they get older, using one’s imagination is an important part of a happy and creative life. 

REFLECTION
When was the last time you sat down, possibly on your own, and played with something like Lego? It might have been a jigsaw puzzle or a train set, with your grandparents.
Maybe you love to go into the kitchen and cook or to design on your computer or on paper  . . .

Maybe you get on your bike and head off to clear your head  . . .

Playing, relaxation, ‘r and r’ are very important for our headspace as well as our bodies.
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	Dear God, 
Thank you for the times you give us when we can have downtime, R and R – either on own or with family or friends. 
Thank you for the games that have been passed down by each generation that we treasure. 

Amen 










