
INUIT ART 





Where do they live?

Inuit homes

Igloos; means a type of house, not just a snow 

house. In fact contrary to popular belief, snow 

block houses were never used in Alaska. They live 

in cabins made from driftwood covered in soil and 

some in permanent stone houses. Some Inuits did 

live in snow block houses in the winter months 

and during the summer months moved into tents 

made from animal skins. 



Hunting

• Inuit people hunt whales, walruses, caribou, seals, polar 

bears, muskox and  birds. 

• In the winter they wait in seals air holes in the ice 

waiting for the seals to come up for air. They would  use 

a harpoon when they d id  come up for air. They used  

everything from seals , the skin, meat and  lard . 

• In spring they would  hunt in one man kayaks. 

• They would  hunt with bow and  arrows, harpoons, 

fishing spears and  traps. 

https://firstpeoplesofcanada.com/fp_groups/fp_inuit3.html
https://firstpeoplesofcanada.com/fp_groups/fp_inuit3.html
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/nov/01/animal-rights-activists-inuit-clash-canada-indigenous-food-traditions
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/nov/01/animal-rights-activists-inuit-clash-canada-indigenous-food-traditions
http://www.sciencepoles.org/article/examining-indigenous-sea-ice-knowledge-and-use
http://www.sciencepoles.org/article/examining-indigenous-sea-ice-knowledge-and-use
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Carvings

• Carvings; done in soapstone, bone and  

ivory. Most tell of legends or small 

figures that served  as toys for children. 

They decorated  and  carved  their 

handmade tools and  often had  animals, 

especially polar bears, seals and  

walruses for decoration.

https://www.inuitsculptures.com/products/11-walking-bear-by-tuk-nuna
https://www.inuitsculptures.com/products/11-walking-bear-by-tuk-nuna
http://snowgoose.ca/Repair/Repair.htm
http://snowgoose.ca/Repair/Repair.htm


Scrimshaw

• Scrimshaw; a type of engraved  picture 

that tells stories on ivory walrus tusks 

and whale bones. Once they were 

engraved  they were rubbed  in 

lampback (a black pigment made from 

soot) to make the picture standout.

https://sites.google.com/site/inuitforkids/home/art-of-the-inuit
https://sites.google.com/site/inuitforkids/home/art-of-the-inuit
https://www.bidsquare.com/online-auctions/north-american-auction/alaskan-inuit-eskimo-walrus-tusk-scrimshaw-1101257
https://www.bidsquare.com/online-auctions/north-american-auction/alaskan-inuit-eskimo-walrus-tusk-scrimshaw-1101257


Inuksuk

• Inuksuk; these are stone landmarks 

which have been built by humans over 

generations. These landmarks are found 

from Alaska to Greenland . The Inuits 

used  them for navigation as a point of 

reference and  it is forbidden to remove 

or move them. 

http://www.ancientpages.com/2018/09/04/sacred-sign-posts-of-the-inuit-people/
http://www.ancientpages.com/2018/09/04/sacred-sign-posts-of-the-inuit-people/


Paintings

• Lastly; in the last decade Inuit painting has become very popular as a 

means of income and pictures depict the nature they live in, in the 

form of animals and sometimes shaman. 

• For many generations the Inuit people have depended on their 

surroundings and  environments to help provide for their food and  

shelter. In order for them to survive they needed to be one with the 

nature so that they are connected . Treating nature with respect was 

integral to how they lived  their lives. 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/386394843003820528/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/386394843003820528/
http://mcmichael.com/collection/inuit/
http://mcmichael.com/collection/inuit/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gevik.com%2Fgallery-phillip%2Fwoodland-indian-art%2Fimg%2Fslides%2Fangeconeb-ahmoo--crow-went-home.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gevik.com%2Fgallery-phillip%2F&docid=CjJi9p6v64Ic6M&tbnid=U2p82egr6sgsUM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjrrdOa1s_fAhWfAWMBHQssC7oQMwh2KBQwFA..i&w=300&h=180&bih=607&biw=1366&q=inuit%20paintings&ved=0ahUKEwjrrdOa1s_fAhWfAWMBHQssC7oQMwh2KBQwFA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gevik.com%2Fgallery-phillip%2Fwoodland-indian-art%2Fimg%2Fslides%2Fangeconeb-ahmoo--crow-went-home.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gevik.com%2Fgallery-phillip%2F&docid=CjJi9p6v64Ic6M&tbnid=U2p82egr6sgsUM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjrrdOa1s_fAhWfAWMBHQssC7oQMwh2KBQwFA..i&w=300&h=180&bih=607&biw=1366&q=inuit%20paintings&ved=0ahUKEwjrrdOa1s_fAhWfAWMBHQssC7oQMwh2KBQwFA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Kenojuak Ashevak

(1927-2013)

When she died her nephew said:

‘My aunt...would sit and look at the blank paper, and then whatever was in her head 

came out. She encouraged me to sit before that blank paper no matter how hard it was, 

and let something come out. From her I learned a good work ethic. Even if life is hard, 

keep drawing.’ 
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