
Victorian Children in Victorian 

Times 
A Look into how Victorian Children Lived, Played, Worked and Survived 

 Life for Victorian Children in Victorian times (1830 to 1900) was 
nothing like childhood in today’s world. For the wealthy there was 
an overwhelming sense of boredom and the constant prodding to 
be proper and polite with very little parent to child communication. 
For the poor Victorian Children life was much different. The poor 
children had to work public jobs for their families to survive.  Toys 
were nothing more than homemade dolls or wooden blocks. On 
the other hand their family life was tighter knit and more loving. 

Wealthy Victorian Children 

While the wealthy children may have been spoiled and had a much better 
life than the poor children, they also had what would seem to be a sad, 
redundant and affection-less existence. 

Children were mostly raised by a nanny who would teach the child what 
was proper and what was not. Day to day living was nothing more than a 
lonely monotonous routine and very formal. 

Wealthy Victorian Children rarely communicated with their parents except for a specified time each 
day. 

~Winston Churchill once said that he could “count the times he had been hugged by his mother” 
as a child~ 

Parents would hire a nanny or nurse to do the brunt of the child rearing. They would instruct the 
nanny what they wanted to have instilled into their children such as manners, education, propriety, 
how to dress and so on. The nanny was in effect a substitute parent. 

When we think of nannies in Victorian times it is only natural to think of a cheerful loving young 
lady who went to the local community college and got a degree in child 
development. For the most part this was not the reality for wealthy Victorian 
Children.Nannies were usually older women that had never been married. 
You can imagine that there might have been a chip 
on their shoulder towards children since in those 
days not being married meant no children. Many 
times nannies were intolerant and very strict and 
sometimes plain mean. 

Albeit, there were some nannies who were kind and 
caring and supplied the only love a child would 
experience. They would do the extra things to brighten a child’s life such as 
playing games with them or fixing special meals on their birthday…etc. 
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 Poor Victorian Children 

The poor Victorian Children lived a very different life than the children of wealthier families. They 
didn’t have the nice houses to live in or the extravagant toys, clothes or fine foods that the rich kids 
had. They lived in much smaller houses or even single rooms. 

Living in these tight quarters caused the family to 
be much closer. Without the presence of a nanny 
the parents raised the children and were the 
guiding force in their lives. This did not always 
translate to a more loving atmosphere though. 
Since a large part of the poor children had to work 
public jobs to help support their families many 
parents thought of children as income, and having more children who worked raised the income of 
the home. Many parents had 10 or 12 or even more children for this reason alone. 

How old did children have to be to work in Victorian Times? 

Victorian children would be made to go to work at a very young age. As unbelievable as it sounds, 
sometimes even 4 or 5 years old. Actually this was not unique only to the Victorian age, children 
had been expected to work for centuries before this. 

They worked very hard and for long hours every day. On the job safety was not a major concern 
and they were expected to work in filthy conditions many times. They really had no choice in the 
matter. Their parents made them work to help pay the bills at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

What types of jobs did they do? 

Because they were considered cheap labour Victorian children were in high demand for many 
types of jobs including mining, factory work, street sweepers, clothing and hat makers, chimney 
sweeps, farming, textile mills and servants.   
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