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Holyport CE Primary
Year 5/6 Music
Spring 2021
 Elgar Enigma VariationsThe musical project at a glance
Lesson 1: Listen (with attention to detail) and describe music using words and pictures – getting to know Elgar and his music (history of music)
Lesson 2 – Learn and perform a melody (start with Elgar’s theme and create own) 
Lesson 3 – Elgar’s Dog (create musical motifs and out them together to make a piece of music) 
Lesson 4 – Create your own Enigma Variation , like Elgar – describe someone well known or animals, pets or in nature 
Lesson 5 – Improvise and compose ( a theme and the musical motifs around it)
Lesson 6 – Play and Perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using voice and instruments with increasing accuracy



nigma Variations)








School Values that link to this topic
	Friendship 
	Elgar explored his friendships through his music, their personality, events he remembered etc 

	Trust 
	

	Respect
	Elgar treated his friends with respect, he gave each variation a number and initials to protect their identity. 
His music was positive about their personalities and showed he respected each friends differences to his own

	Love
	

	Responsibility 
	

	Creativity 
	Elgar’s variations started with a ‘mystery theme’ and no one can work out the origin of this theme


MUSIC INSTRUMENTS Names of Instruments 
Violin Cello Double Bass Flute Oboe Clarinet Bassoon Trumpet Trombone Tuba French Horn Kettle Drum Timpani Piano Electric Organ Voice Guitar Drums Electric Guitar 














 AND VOCABULARYDynamics
Loud 
Medium Loud
Medium quiet
Quiet
Getting louder 
sforzando




Instrument Families 
Strings 
Woodwind
Brass
Voices
Percussion (Pitched)
Percussion (un pitched)  













Texture
Few/many layers/instruments
Melody and accompaniment
Solo, duet, trio 
Overlapping Patterns 
Ostinato 
Drone
Drone





Pitch
High/low
Major/minor
Pentatonic
Dorian mode
Step or leap


New vocabulary and composing devices
Drone, melody, beat, variations, theme, counter melody, repeated patterns, repetition, Intro, accompaniment, bar, link, bass line, phrase, ending/coda, structure, chorus, instrumental



Tempo
Fast = allegro
Quite fast= allegretto
Medium= andante
Slow= largo







Duration/Length of notesWords linking to Elgar’s Enigma Variations
Motif – a very short musical idea
Theme – another word for tune or melody – like a musical sentence
Variation – changes to a theme or original tune


𝅝 = 4 beats semibreve
𝅗𝅥 = 2 beat minim
𝅘𝅥 = 1 beat crotchet
𝅘𝅥𝅮 = ½ beat quaver


Musical Selfie #1			date_________LO: To listen and reflect on a piece of orchestral music
(Describe using words and pictures)
To learn music language appropriate to the task



Variation 7Dynamics


Names of Instruments 















 Texture




Tempo








	How old do you think they are? 



	What do they look like? 





	What are they doing? 





Variation 6Dynamics


Names of Instruments 















 Texture





Tempo







	How old do you think they are? 



	What do they look like? 





	What are they doing? 










Variation 11Dynamics


Names of Instruments 















 Texture




Tempo








	How old do you think they are? 



	What do they look like? 





	What are they doing? 





Put the answers for the variations here and talk with your partner, of your ideas where similar or different to Elgar’s and each others. 
Variation 7: 
Variation 6:
Variation 11: 
Lesson 2	 -“Elgar’s Theme” 
Let’s learn to play Elgar’s theme
Try clapping the following rhythm:
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It might be easier to put it to words (see above)
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Here are some staves to record the pitch or rhythm. Remember the clef and time signature.[image: ][image: ][image: ]

[image: ]



Lesson 3
LO: To create music motifs and out them together to make a piece  - AS A CLASS 



 “Elgar’s Dog” Variation XI
What do dogs do?  


[image: C:\Users\unadks03\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XMQB4A15\cutsey_bulldog_by_palliepascal-d6zhdnx[1].png]






	The story behind the variation XI (GRS)

	The initials belong to George Robertson Sinclair, organist of Hereford Cathedral, but the music belongs to Dr. Sinclair’s dog. In Elgar’s words, “The first few bars were suggested by [the] great bulldog Dan (a well-known character) falling down the steep bank into the River Wye (bar 1); his paddling up stream to find a landing place (bars 2 and 3); and his rejoicing bark on landing (second half of bar 5). G.R.S. said ‘set that to music.’ I did; here it is.”

	Elgar’s dog variation is made of three basic ideas: 

	· Scampering 
· Chomping 
· Panting 


Create 2 – 3 of your own ‘dog’ or if you wish cat/mouse music. Think about the sounds and rhythms that you might want to use for each bit. 
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Lessons 4 and 5
	List any celebrities/animals/things for your subject


	Our chosen person/thing is: 
_________________



	List 3 actions/characteristics for them 

	 





Our group variation:
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